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why we are interested In this topic

Our group had an interest in education and its importance to
shaping the world. How and what we are taught through our
educational year reflects the action we take as adults and the
way we see things. That's why our group decided to focus on the
educational area of water conservation.

We have been working on the water crisis along the Southern
American Bottom since the first semester of our freshman year.
We have since then grown very passionate about influencing the
new generation about good water practices so they can combat
these wicked problems in their lifetime.
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Research Question

Do Elementary-age Children \Who
Receive Water Conservation
Education Apply Water
Conservation Practices at Home?
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Summary
of Evidence

Findings
Environmental education at any young age—early
childhood, childhood, adolescence—can positively
shape environmental knowledge, attitudes, and, in

many cases, behaviors

Interactive, experiential, and contextually relevant
education works best

Behavior change is possible, but long-term
maintenance remains a challenge

Holistic benefits beyond environmental outcomes

Equity, context, and design matter.

e Early Childhood Environmental Education: A
Systematic Review of the Research Literature

e The article Promoting Youth Involvement in
Environmental Sustainability for a Sustainable
Future

e Impact of Educational Interventions on Early
Adolescents’ Attitudes and Behaviors Toward
Water Conservation: A Systematic Review
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Emerging Themes Significance to research question

e Exposing children to community Community

Increases advocacy involvement
e Hands on and community >
engagement increases retention nereased
e [hese experiences encompass curiosity
qualities in youth such as >
_ L L Inspiration to learn and
collaboration and critical thinking retain knowledge about

community concerns

Kids in Communities Study (KiCS) = Australian Early Development Census
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Summary of Evidence

Science Communication Articles

Article

Evidence of improvement
e “lLearning about and Taking Action for the

o education
Environment: Child and Teacher Experiences dift : -
iIn a Preschool Water Education Program.” > clglalinEsnicies in ieseteine

. “Youth Engagement in Water ° activity type

Conservation: Educating and Empowering

the Next Generation. Adi Partners in
Development” LONG TERM IMPACT

e “Does environmental education benefit * Building sustainable habits

environmental outcomes in children and e Preserves future access

adolescents? A meta-analysis” o Encourages innovation
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Proposed
Experiment

Survey children before and after a
water conservation or environmental
education course, asking if they apply
water conservation practices in their

home.

Do you apply water conservation practices in your home?

# of responses

100

75

50

25

I Before environmental education [} After environmental education

Yes

Survey Response
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\Water conservation is essential throughout our research to prove
our hypothesis. \We were able to gather information that supports
our question, yes. Kids who were taught in some form of water
education in conversation through schools or programs showed
they practiced habits in school and outside, too, at home.

From our research, we learned more about the factors that play a role
In educating kids to take care of our environment, and how teaching
them also helps them teach others around them. As we come to reflect
on what we learn and information we found we notice that there isn't
that many articles and information directly into the top of teaching
young children about water conservation and most of our information
had to do with schools and programs on other sides of the world.

Summary
&

Reflections
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