
Reflection #5 

I started the Community-Oriented Digital Engagement Scholars (CODES) program at 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville now going on two years ago. I remember coming into 

the CODES orientation freshman year feeling so many mixed emotions. I was scared, nervous, 

excited, hungry, and a little tired too. I was worried about who would be in my cohort, who my 

teachers were, and just so many intrusive thoughts that kept me spiraling. Was I smart enough? 

Or creative enough? Would I fit in? These thoughts had me sweating as I walked in, late by the 

way since I got lost trying to find the building. However, after getting there I realized that this 

was college and also a program where you aren’t meant to fit in. From the get go, you want to be 

different; stand out against the grain because not fitting in is how you rise to your potential. 

So, going off of that, my biggest takeaway that I got from this experience of CODES is 

that I should never dampen who I am as a person, and I should instead take my personality and 

put it into the work I want to accomplish. Everyone does things a different way, so it's imperative 

that I always bring what I can do, and what I’m best at, into my work. By doing that, it will allow 

me to take my work to the next level and make it have more of a personal touch that people can 

recognize and know that it was me who worked on it. 

In conclusion, my journey through CODES was an eventful one that I will never forget. 

The people I met, the relationships I built, as well as the skills I obtained and sharpened, all 

played a big role in my first two years of college. I will continue to look back on this time to help 

me remember how I got to where I am now, as well as what I need to do to continue moving 

forward. 


