
Complete the following reflection in your own 400 words (approx. ¾ page):


 
1. What does it mean to you to be “indigenous to the land?”  Is it possible for the descendants of European white settlers to be indigenous to the land of people occupied by displacement of native people? Why or why not?

The “Merriam Webster” dictionary's definition of the word indigenous is as follows: “of, relating to, or descended from the earliest known inhabitants of a place and especially of a place that was colonized”  

With this information I can definitively conclude that no place where Europeans have historically gone and displaced and or killed off part of or an entire population of people who were there BEFORE them can be accurate classified as indigenous due to stark conflict with the description of their occupancy and the definition of indigeneity 



 
2. In what ways do you feel yourself connected to the divine through relationship with the land?

I feel connected to God by his promises to bless the desolate wilderness of his people's lands wherever they may be per the book of Isaiah. I live together with my family on a sizable piece of land in the forest and since we’ve started planting and expanding the garden, things have been flourishing and wildlife has proliferated. We have even been approved by the state as an official nature of preservation.



 


3. An implicit part of all the stories Kimmerer shares is that she has somehow developed intimate familiarity with each of the natural settings with which she interacts. What are the features that invite lots of the kind of interaction Kimmerer seems to think is valuable?

She understands that these settings are living and changing, which are essential characteristics for standard realistic relationships of any kind. She also states that many natural settings carry stories and memory which require understanding much like humans' relationship require the knowledge of one’s past to form a deeper bond. 




