Research Team Lead (Professor):
 
Community Partner: Heartlands Conservancy 
 
 
The Research Project:

What is the goal/objective?
 
How to get Young Adults Engaged in Water Conservation
 
What is your role/how do you contribute to the project?
 
 I am currently working on an interactive interview project to get people's opinions on multiple carefully tailored research questions. 
 
 
What do you enjoy most about the project OR what has been the most interesting thing you’ve learned from the project?
 
 I’ve enjoyed trying something new. The most interesting thing so far has been the process of audio recording with a microphone and retaking the clips to get the best quality recording for editing in the third phase of my project after I get done coding it. 
 
 
 
Describe any learning connections you’ve made between your CODES research project and CODE220 content topics (Ecology & Ecosystem Services)? Consider vocabulary terms, subject matter, activities, practices, instructor expectations/styles. (Provide at least 3 examples)




 
Using a word list or concept map, list as many content connections between the Braiding Sweetgrass readings (Tending Sweetgrass and Picking Sweetgrass sections) and the CODE220 content introduced so far (Speciation & Biodiversity lecture and Jigsaw, Population Ecology lecture and Jigsaw). Consider key terms, concepts, scientific themes, scientific principles, and scientific themes. (Provide at least 3 examples)
Kimmerer connects deeply with ideas from our CODE220 lectures on Speciation & Biodiversity and Population Ecology. The way she describes the diversity of plants also connects to biodiversity and adaptation, showing how ecosystems are stronger when there’s variety. Finally, Kimmerer’s mix of traditional ecological knowledge and modern science shows how cultural and scientific perspectives can work together to protect the environment and support long-term balance.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Picking Grass section of Braiding Sweetgrass the author discusses connections to places, people and a variety of organisms.
Where do you find your greatest sense of place? Why?
 
 At home. It’s where I can relax and unwind after a long day and go outside and enjoy the forest ambiance. I also enjoy being around my family, which are the few people who I feel safe around as I am not a very social person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider the following phrase from the text:

“Good communities don’t make themselves”. What does this phrase mean? What are the traits of a good community? How do you (and we) make this class a better community?

Communities require purposeful cooperation between like-minded individuals, so they don’t make themselves in the sense that they require intentional effort to be built up. I believe we make this class a better community by working together with one another and our group partners to make our learning experiences greater for everyone. 
