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The Missouri Botanical Gardens is a worldwide institution dedicated to preserving and enriching life 

through the study and appreciation of plants. Even with these great feats “MOBOT” faces a significant 

challenge in its lack of representation of the reparative justice narrative in its agenda, educational 

opportunities, and community engagement. This lack of representation directly impacts stakeholders, 

including people of color, descendants of enslaved people, and other minority groups, who are not 

adequately included in the Gardens' story and agenda. Furthermore, it hinders the community's 

understanding of the Gardens' history and the injustices that occurred under the ownership of Henry 

Shaw. There’s only one way to bring his injustices to the light and that’s to address this issue, the 

Gardens must first acknowledge the history of Henry Shaw and the injustices that took place during his 

ownership. It is also crucial for the Gardens to recognize the importance of an effective and efficient 

approach that includes an accurate reparative justice narrative in its agenda and community engagement 

efforts. 

 

To effectively address the pressing problem at hand, the Missouri Botanical Gardens must take several 

crucial steps. First and foremost, providing educational opportunities for the community to learn about 

Henry Shaw's history and the circumstances in which the Gardens were established is imperative. 

Workshops, lectures, and exhibits can be organized to shed light on the historical context and the 

consequences of Shaw's actions. In addition, creating spaces for dialogue and discourse is another 

essential aspect of addressing this issue. The Gardens should actively engage with the community by 

organizing forums, town hall meetings, and other events that facilitate conversations about reparative 

justice and its relevance to the Gardens' history. This will encourage open and honest discussions, 

allowing all stakeholders to contribute their perspectives and experiences. Furthermore, the Gardens 

should invest in developing programs and events that help the community gain a deeper understanding 

of the history and impact of reparative justice. Collaborating with local organizations, hosting exhibitions, 

and incorporating diverse perspectives into the Gardens' programming are effective ways to achieve this. 

By doing so, the Gardens can foster a more inclusive and comprehensive narrative that reflects the 

diverse experiences and histories of all communities involved.  

To make sure these efforts are making a real difference, the Missouri Botanical Gardens need to see 

some positive changes. They should keep an eye out for more people from the targeted communities 

getting involved and taking an active interest in what the Gardens are doing. It's also important for the 

Gardens to show a strong commitment to creating programs that specifically address reparative justice. 

And let's not forget about the conversations happening around the topic. The more people are talking 

and sharing their thoughts, the better. Also, a good sign that things are moving in a positive direction 

would be a boost in the number of visitors. That would mean the Gardens are becoming a more inclusive 

and inviting place for everyone.  



Measuring the impact of the reparative justice narrative on the community is extremely important as it 

encompasses various factors such as increased understanding, dialogue, and positive or negative 

outcomes.  To gather information about this, surveys, both online and in-person, can be implemented to 

gauge the community's perception. Additionally, conducting focus groups and evaluations of specific 

programs can provide valuable insights into the narrative's influence. By implementing these measures, 

the Missouri Botanical Gardens can foster a deeper appreciation for all individuals involved in its history 

and create a platform for meaningful discussions on reparative justice, ultimately leading to a more 

equitable and just future for everyone. 

In conclusion, the Missouri Botanical Gardens are currently faced with a pressing issue: the absence of a 

reparative justice narrative in their agenda, educational opportunities, and community engagement. This 

lack of representation is a significant concern that demands immediate attention. However, there is a 

promising solution on the horizon. By taking proactive steps to acknowledge the history of Henry Shaw 

and adopting a comprehensive approach that incorporates an accurate reparative justice narrative, the 

Gardens have the potential to foster a more inclusive and welcoming environment for all. This 

transformation can be achieved through enhanced engagement, meaningful dialogue, and a deeper 

understanding among all stakeholders. Ultimately, these efforts will contribute to the creation of a more 

equitable future that benefits everyone involved. 

 

 

 


