Week 5 Reflection: Tending Sweetgrass			Name_____________________________

1. What is your favorite quote from this section of Tending Sweetgrass (include pg. number for quote) and why is this so memorable to you (100 word minimum).
“They had to trust that Mother Earth would find a way to feed them even in the depths of winter. But mothers are like that. In return, ceremonies of thanksgiving are held at the start of the sap run.” (pg.68) This quote feels memorable to me because it pictures the earth itself as a loving and caring mother tending to her children during the winter months, when food is scarce, it nourishes them and keeps them warm. And in return, her children hold a celebratory Thanksgiving ceremony as if to thank their loving mother for her tender love and care during hardship.
2. Kimmerer discusses maple sap and how much is required to make just a little syrup and how much labor is involved not only for the people collecting and making it, but for the trees themselves to produce the sap.  Think of an activity in your life that represents an amount of time that is unusually abbreviated. What shortcuts/conveniences do you rely on to live your daily life as you do? What would happen to your schedule if you could not count on these conveniences? (200 word minimum) 
One thing that was a constant thorn in my side in college was the constant walking back and forth. During my time here at SIUE, I have had a few dorm experiences; my Summer Program dorm was actually quite pleasant. It wasn’t far away from campus, and it was honestly a straight walk from the dorm to the campus, which made it quite a breeze in terms of transportation. The issues started at the start of freshman year when I was allocated to the dorm known as Prairie Hall, and while I could go into excruciating detail on how this dorm experience was…in the most generous way I could possibly put it, suboptimal, the major thing that I did not like about Prairie Hall was its distance away from the campus, it was around a 10 minute walk just to get to class, and that’s removing the hazards of the elements, one time there was a snow storm and the walking roads were slippery, but the school wasn’t closed, so I was penalized in my general chemistry class for being unable to cross the long road to class out of fear of the icy roads. One thing I now see as a lifeline is the bus, because I can’t drive yet, I feel like it’s a way for me to get to class without the fear of a trip and fall or having to walk in the blistering heat.
3. Kimmerer describes how Haudenosaunee children attending a school near her home recite a Thanksgiving Address every day.  Imagine a public-school day in a typical public school in your area. (200 word minimum for combined response below)
a. What might it be like if the children followed a practice similar to the one Kimmerer describes in the school that the Haudenosaunee children attend? Is this a realistic suggestion? Why or why not? 
b. Compare this to other common schoolroom practices, like reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance.” In what ways is might this be similar? In what ways different? 
c. What does this bring up for you about the changes you are willing to work for in order to live in the type of culture in which you hope to live?



Well, at my old elementary school, we had something similar to the Pledge of Allegiance, but with extra steps. My elementary school was a Lutheran school, and the school itself was connected to a church, so we did the pledge of allegiance every morning, as well as something similar to the Lord's Prayer, so if my old school was like the Haudenosaunee children attended, I believe it would have some variant of that. One similarity that I can draw from is that the Thanksgiving Address every morning is like saying the Pledge of Allegiance, or like going out to lunch break, there’s likely a prayer before it, like my old Lutheran school, and it was rather looked down upon if you did not do it. From the perspective of a young child, it is likely that a sense of camaraderie with one another makes a person feel less alone and gives them a group with similar interests, but oftentimes, religion can be turned against that same little person. I would want to find a way to find common interests without the need of religion and based on mutual respect.
