Data set profile:
1. Who is credited as the creator and/or contributors of this data set? Who are they?
2. What are the sources of their data?
3. Why did they create or compile it?
4. How has it been used?
Data set evaluation:
5. Take a look at the data itself. How have they structured it? What fields have they chosen? What effect might that have on how it can be used?
6. Read the creators’ description of the data set. Have they described the choices they made in cleaning the data, and if so, how? What effect might those choices have on the data?
7. Consider the creators’ identities and goals in creating the data set. How might those things have shaped the data, either intentionally or inadvertently?
8. What would you use this data for?
9. How might this data help you understand the complex dynamics of MOBOT and its surrounding communities?

The Mayor’s Office of St. Louis shared their COVID-19 expenditures as well as the budgets they had for these specific departments. I feel like this data set was made for the city of Saint Louis to take a bigger step back look at where the tax-payer’s money was going. In most communities a large concern within the average taxpayer’s is where their money goes because maybe the money isn’t going towards something that shouldn’t be, which could lead to reasons why the community would let their voices be heard to places like the Mayor’s Office. There is no useul information to show a reasoning to why the Mayor’s Office actually compiled all of this and released it to the internet. There is also no clues given as to how the information was used by the taxpayers or the City of Saint Louis. 
This data was an online CSV data file and it was created by showing a list of topics such as “amount committed, amount expended, category (what was bought), department, quantity, recording date, and vendor”. For this project, I am comparing the amount committed compared to the amount expended to show how different budgets are upheld within the varying departments. The way the categories were made on this data set didn’t allow for easy use for data visualization on a website like Tableau. Tableau is a website used for inserting files to turn the data into a visualization that can be easier on the eyes making the information easier to interpret. With the options I got to compare to each other, they were not easily readable by Tableau. This photo shows the limited options I got when I inserted the file into the website.[image: A screenshot of a phone
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 However, for the three topics I chose to compare to each other (comparing amount expended and amount committed within departments), I received an overwhelming number of departments. Now this makes it difficult to compare each. This data visualization is helpful, but it would be more helpful if the departments could be condensed into more broad terms. If more information was needed, then that specific could be expanded, but that is not what I received so I must work with what I have. 
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There were only three departments that blew my mind with the amount committed compared to the amount expended. The Board of Public Service only spent around half of the money they had committed throughout this hard time in society. However, the supply department spent 34 times more than they had received. This data set is surrounding COVID-19 times which makes these numbers self explanatory. The demand was skyrocketing for all forms of supplies but there were no supplies during COVID, one of the major socioeconomic issues in 2020. The Health and Human Services Department spent about 2.5 times more than they had been committed. COVID-19 was a MASSIVE health situation. So these numbers are self explanatory as well.
The use of this data set could be useful for understanding how it would feel to be a nonprofit in a WORLD of other aspects of St. Louis that appears to have unlimited funding. To help understand our greater wicked problem within the Garden, we can also look at the wickedness of the finance side of the donors and we can look at how these things we want to implement into MOBOT might affect the donors the Garden has at this present time. We can also see what community partners in St. Louis would be more willing to donate to the Missouri Botanical Gardens based on the improvements that will be made in the future.
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