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[bookmark: _hykdhtjoslt8]Introduction
According to McCauley, between 47.5-87.3% of women reported having experienced some form of sexual assault, during or before their college career[footnoteRef:0]. Many of these reported assaults are reported to have been influenced or fueled by alcohol consumption by the victim or the perpetrator. For my research, I reviewed 4 peer-edited journals. All of these journals focus on the complex responses surrounding sexual assault and its long-lasting effects. A majority of the research I found also focuses on solely cisgender, hetronormative couples where the female partner is the victim, an issue I hope to address in my research.  [0:  McCauley, H. L., Jones, K. A., Rofey, D. L., Reid, T. A., Miller, E., &amp; Coulter, R. W. S. (2020). Sexual assault, alcohol use, and gender of sexual partners among cisgender women seeking care at US College Health Centers, 2015–2018. American Journal of Public Health, 110(6), 850–856. ] 

[bookmark: _qow1q648wz0i]Literary Analysis
The first journal I reviewed was called "Effects of victim gender and physical vs. psychological trauma/injury on observers' perceptions of sexual assault and its aftereffects." This journal focused on the way that victims of sexual assault are viewed by their peers. For this study, researchers took a group of 180 college students and presented them with a fabricated sexual assault report[footnoteRef:1]. The report had varying information such as the gender of te victim, the severity of the attack, or whether the injuries reported were more physical or psychological in nature. The researchers would then ask questions about the report to determine how they felt about the crime, how severe of a punishment the criminals should get, and who should be to blame[footnoteRef:2]. They found that most subjects suggested stricter punishments for victims of the same sex as them. However, they also found that in most situations female victims were blamed more than men for having been the victim of assault. Even when presented with 2 identical cases only differing when it came to the sex of the victim the female victims were more likely to be declared at fault[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Schneider, L. J., Soh-Chiew Ee, J., &amp; Aronson, H. (1994). Effects of victim gender and physical vs. psychological trauma/injury on observers' perceptions of sexual assault and its aftereffects. Sex Roles, 30(11-12), 793–808. ]  [2:  Ibid]  [3:  Ibid] 

The second journal I reviewed was called "Internalizing symptoms, alcohol use, and protective behavioral strategies: associations with regretted sexual experiences of college students." This journal focused on the relationships between alcohol use and regretted sexual experiences in college students in addition to the effect that mental health can have on these topics[footnoteRef:4]. The study was conducted with 1394 people, 804 females, and 590 males[footnoteRef:5] (Peterson et al., 2021). It was a survey that asked the surveyors questions about their alcohol use, safety while drinking, sexual activity, regretted sexual encounters, as well as anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts. It discovered that roughly 31.8% of interviewed students had reported regretting sexual experiences in the past year. Similarly one study declared that 25%of college students reported a regretful sexual experience in the past month that was influenced by alcohol[footnoteRef:6]. This study also reported that women were more likely to have reported a history of sexual victimization. This history is also reportedly related to depression, anxiety, unsafe drinking habits, and problematic alcohol usage[footnoteRef:7].  [4:  Peterson, R., Dvorak, R. D., Woerner, J., &amp; Lewis, M. A. (2021). Internalizing symptoms, alcohol use, and protective behavioral strategies: Associations with regretted sexual experiences of college students. Journal of Affective Disorders, 283, 363–372.]  [5:  Ibid]  [6:  Ibid]  [7:  Ibid] 

The third journal I reviewed was called "A prospective study of sexual assault and alcohol use among first year college women." This study focuses on how likely sexual assault is to occur based on how much alcohol a woman has drank. The study took 250 first-year college women and took note of how much they drank in a week and separated them into several groups, including heavy weekly episodic drinkers and weekly episodic drinkers[footnoteRef:8] (Mouilso et al., 2012). Each woman was surveyed at the end of 3 different month-long periods - about any sexual assault incidents that may have happened. These periods were done at the beginning of the fall semester, end of the fall semester, and middle to end of the spring semester. From the data, researchers found that drinking more does raise the risk of sexual assault[footnoteRef:9]. This was found to be especially true in a college environment where binge drinking or rapid consumption was common. It was determined that women might be viewed as weak or vulnerable because of their influenced state of mind. Women under the influence are also perceived as more willing to participate in risky sex[footnoteRef:10].  [8:  Mouilso, E. R., Fischer, S., &amp; Calhoun, K. S. (2012). A prospective study of sexual assault and alcohol use among first-year college women. Violence and Victims, 27(1), 78–94.]  [9:  Ibid]  [10:  Ibid] 

The fourth journal I review was called “Sexual assault, alcohol use, and gender of sexual partners among cisgender women.” This study focuses on assessing the differences between different genders of sexual partners and the relationships between it, sexual assault, and alcohol consumption between women seeking care in college community health centers[footnoteRef:11]. According to this study 87.3 percent of women who have both female and male sexual partners reported a sexual assault experience. However, in this group it was hard to find a relationship between alcohol consumption and the likelihood of assault[footnoteRef:12]. This study also found that women without penetrative sexual partners had only a 47.5 percent report of assault. However, this group was found to have a higher correlation between alcohol use and likelihood of assault[footnoteRef:13] . This study also discovered that women with male and female sexual partners were more likely to report recent alcohol use and a greater frequency of alcohol consumption. Similarly, women who have previously reported sexual assault before or during college were found to be more likely to report recent alcohol use and/or binge drinking[footnoteRef:14].   [11:  McCauley, H. L., Jones, K. A., Rofey, D. L., Reid, T. A., Miller, E., &amp; Coulter, R. W. S. (2020). Sexual assault, alcohol use, and gender of sexual partners among cisgender women seeking care at US College Health Centers, 2015–2018. American Journal of Public Health, 110(6), 850–856.]  [12:  Ibid]  [13:  Ibid]  [14:  Ibid] 

Overall, these articles focused on the effects that drinking can have on females’ experiences with sexual assault or regretted sexual experiences. Throughout these there was research done on how likely a woman is to get sexually assaulted based on alcohol consumption and types of relationships. There is also research focusing on the relationship between drinking and regretted sexual experiences, and the relationship between having had a regretted sexual experience or sexual assault experience and drinking in the future. These studies also look at the way that victims of sexual assault are perceived after the fact and how college students feel about individual cases of sexual assault (who is at fault, how should the perpetrator be punished, etc.).
[bookmark: _q3ac5yvtmx1t]What's Missing From This Data?
Since the time that these pieces were published sex culture has changed in the United States college atmosphere. In the modern day we see a rise in non traditional non cisgender relationships that defy much of the studied area. In a majority of the data presented there is only mention of straight relationships between a cisgender male and female where the female takes the role of the victim. However, in many situations male victims are almost completely ignored. For my research I propose an exploration into the effects of sexual assault on male victims in college campuses and the way that alcohol can effect their experiences. Similar to the study done by McCauley, I hope to explore the way that alcohol may interact with decision making and perception when it comes to sexual assault experiences. 
[bookmark: _vq8ochk40f0f]Methodology 
For my research I propose a survey of male undergraduate students that questions them about their experience with sexual assault, and their relationship with alcohol use or abuse. In order to most accurately assess my data I decide to use a qualitative experience based survey to interview my subjects. This survey has been broken into 4 general sections to help separate the general ideas of each question. These 4 sections are as follows;
1. Demographic Information
2. Sexual Assault Experiences
3. Sexual Assault Actions
4. Alcohol Use

Before the survey begins each participant would be briefed on the purpose of this survey and some key terminology that will be used in this study. This will be done to try and remove any confusion between differences or similarity between phrases. These defined terms will include:
Rape: “Use of the term rape is typically reserved for sexual acts that involve penetration obtained through force, threat of force, or verbal coercion or situations in which the victims is unable to give consent because of age, intoxication, or mental status.” [footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Mouilso, E. R., Fischer, S., &amp; Calhoun, K. S. (2012). A prospective study of sexual assault and alcohol use among first-year college women. Violence and Victims, 27(1), 78–94.] 

Sexual Assault: Sexual assault is defined as “…unwanted sexual contact, attempted coercion, coercion, attempted rape and rape(,)” [footnoteRef:16] this can “ refer to a wide range of sexual acts, including fondling, kissing, and vaginal, oral, and anal penetration.” [footnoteRef:17]  [16:  Peterson, R., Dvorak, R. D., Woerner, J., &amp; Lewis, M. A. (2021). Internalizing symptoms, alcohol use, and protective behavioral strategies: Associations with regretted sexual experiences of college students. Journal of Affective Disorders, 283, 363–372.]  [17:  Mouilso, E. R., Fischer, S., &amp; Calhoun, K. S. (2012). A prospective study of sexual assault and alcohol use among first-year college women. Violence and Victims, 27(1), 78–94.] 

Sexual Coercion: Sexual coercion can be defined as one of three types, positive, neutral, or negative. “Positive persuasion was sweet talking and was the least common form. Negative verbal persuasion consisted of threats to end the relationship or go elsewhere for sex, expressions of dissatisfaction with the woman or their sex life, use of verbal aggression such as swearing or putdowns, and attempts to elicit sympathy. The investigators placed nagging or pleading for sex without emotionally charged messages into the neutral classification.” [footnoteRef:18] [18:  Koss, M. P., Abbey, A., Campbell, R., Cook, S., Norris, J., Testa, M., Ullman, S., West, C., &amp; White, J. (2007). Revising the SES: A collaborative process to improve assessment of sexual aggression and victimization. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 31(4), 357–370.] 

Sexual Contact: Sexual contact is defined as “Someone fondl(ing), kiss(ing), or rubb(ing) up against the private areas of (your) body (lips, breast/chest, crotch, or butt) or remov(ing) some of (your) clothes without (your) consent (but did not attempt sexual penetration).” [footnoteRef:19] [19:  Ibid] 


The first section “Demographic Information” focuses on creating an image of the demographics we focus on in this study. These questions will be used to further help understand connections between individual experiences. The questions in this section comprise of:
1. Demographic Information
a. What race(s) would you consider yourself?
b. What age are you?
c. What year of college are you in?
d. What phrase would most honestly describe your sexuality?
e. What phrase would most honestly describe your gender identity?

The next section, “Sexual Assault Experiences” focuses on the subjects personal experiences with being a victim of sexual assault or rape. The goal of this section is to understand the subjects personal experiences with nonconsensual sexual acts. 
2. Sexual Assault Experiences
a. Would you consider yourself a victim of rape?
b. Would you consider yourself a victim of sexual assault?
c. Have you ever been coerced into performing a sexual act?
d. Have you ever heard of a sexual experience from a third party after having no recollection of it?
e. Have you had an experience with sexual assault since first attending this university?
f. Have you had an experience with sexual assault in the past month?

The next section, “Sexual Assault Actions” focuses on the subjects personal experiences with being an assailant of sexual assault or rape. The goal of this section is to understand the subjects personal experiences with orchestrating nonconsensual sexual acts.
3. Sexual Assault Actions
a. Are you an assailant of rape?
b. Are you an assailant of sexual assault?
c. Have you ever coerced someone into performing a sexual act?
d. Have you committed an act of sexual assault since first attending this university?
e. Have you committed an act of sexual assault in the past month?
f. Have you committed an act of rape since first attending this university?
g. Have you committed an act of rape in the past month?

The final section, “Alcohol Use” focuses on the subject's personal experiences with alcohol use. The goal of this section is to understand the subjects personal experiences with drinking and how it may affect their actions or others. This section focuses on answering how alcohol usage may have influenced their experiences with sexual assault. 
4. Alcohol Use
a. How often do you drink?
b. Do you consider yourself a heavy drinker?
c. How would you describe your actions when you are intoxicated? (Emotional, Outgoing, Angry, Playful, Tired, Stressed, Lively, Etc.)
d. How often do you remember your actions after being intoxicated?
e. How often do you blame your behavior on drinking?
f. Have you ever felt taken advantage of when under the influence of alcohol?
g. Have you ever taken advantage of someone else while they were under the influence of alcohol?
h. Have you ever been sexually assaulted when you were under the influence of alcohol?
i. Have you ever sexually assaulted someone else while you were under the influence of alcohol?
j. Have you had a sexual assault or rape experience related to alcohol use since first attending this university?
k. Have you had a sexual assault or rape experience related to alcohol use in the past month?
l. Have you ever used alcohol to justify your actions against another (sexual or nonsexual)?
m. Has someone ever used alcohol to justify their actions against you?
	
	I hope that by using these sections I would be able to get a general idea of the prevalence of male sexual assault within the SIUE community and its relationship with alcohol throughout the classes.  From there I hope to answer the questions of why is there such a prevalence, does the rate of assault change based on alcohol consumption, does it change based on sexuality or gender identity, and how can this information be used to create a safer sexual environment of SIUE campus. 
[bookmark: _vqhahp400ymy]Summary
	With roughly 50% of women reporting an experience of sexual assault it is clear that events of sexual assault are not isolated experiences in our modern world[footnoteRef:20]. Based on the research presented in the literary analysis it is clear that relationships have been established between a womans alcohol consumption and her likelihood of sexual assault or regretted sexual experiences. However, there has been no research done focusing on college males and these same relationships.  When it comes to college sexual assault a majority of data is focused on only female victims being assaulted by male perpetrators, with only two exceptions of this: being a study that includes false reports of male victims and a study that focuses on females in both heteronormative and nonheteronormative relationships. For my research I propose exploring this severely underrepresented community and focusing on the question of “What is the relationship between alcohol usage and sexual assault rates of male students on college campuses” where I will focus on understanding male victims of sexual assault. To try and effectively gauge an understanding of these occurrences I plan to use a survey that focuses on 4 sections; Demographic Information, Sexual Assault Experiences, Sexual Assault Actions, and Alcohol Use. Overall, this study will help SIUE as a community understand the prevalence of sexual assault on our campus, and with that understanding we can begin taking the first steps to make SIUE safer for all students.  [20:  McCauley, H. L., Jones, K. A., Rofey, D. L., Reid, T. A., Miller, E., &amp; Coulter, R. W. S. (2020). Sexual assault, alcohol use, and gender of sexual partners among cisgender women seeking care at US College Health Centers, 2015–2018. American Journal of Public Health, 110(6), 850–856. ] 
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