Nikyra Wheaton
November 11, 2025
Dr. Shea
Reflection 5

As we wrap up the semester, one of the biggest things I learned was how important it is to work well with a team. There were times when it felt like we were all pulling in different directions. What I didn’t realize at the start was how different each person’s background and expertise could influence the project. For example, one teammate had a lot of experience with graphic design, so he made sure the plaques looked engaging and visually appealing. Another teammate knew a lot about the environment, so he helped us ensure the information was accurate. These different perspectives ended up being essential, and I realized how much I rely on others to fill in the gaps that I can’t do myself.
 This project also taught me a lot about myself. I’ve always considered myself a “people person,” so when the project shifted away from direct interaction with students and became more about creating content for the community, I wasn’t sure how to feel. I love being able to see the impact of my work right away, especially when I can interact with people and get their immediate feedback. But with the plaques, we were creating something that would sit in the garden and inform people over time, without that instant connection. At first, it felt a little distant.
However, as I got deeper into the project, I realized that engagement doesn’t always need to be face-to-face. Even though we weren’t talking directly to people, what  we conducted gave us valuable insights into community . It wasn’t the same as working directly with students, but it was still a way to connect with people and create something meaningful. It was a shift in my mindset, understanding that engagement can happen in quieter, more indirect ways. I learned that this project wasn’t just something we were doing for the semester; it was something that could have a lasting impact on the community. Even though it wasn’t the kind of direct interaction I had originally envisioned, I realized that we were still creating something important.
Looking ahead to next semester, I feel more confident about working with others and adapting to whatever comes my way. I’ve learned that while I enjoy working directly with people, there’s also a lot of value in taking a step back and working on something that can impact people over time. This project has taught me a lot about collaboration, flexibility, and how to stay open-minded when things don’t go as planned. I’m excited to take these lessons forward into future projects, knowing that every experience, whether big or small, helps me grow.

