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This semester has definitely been full of unexpected twists and learning moments, especially when it comes to data collection. Initially, our plan was to partner with the Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation and directly engage with the students in their after-school program. We were excited about gathering their feedback and understanding what they liked about the program, what could be improved, and how we could support their learning in a more engaging way. I was really looking forward to working directly with the kids, hearing from them, and shaping for something that felt personal and meaningful. However, our focus changed, and instead of working directly with students, we found ourselves focused on educating the broader community about environmental conservation, specifically through creating informational plaques for a local garden.
Our goal was now to see what kind of information people would like to see on the plaques. The goal was to understand what aspects of the ecosystem they found interesting or important, so we could highlight those on the plaques. This gave us a better understanding of learning about the local ecosystem, and what they were curious to learn more about. What stood out to me most during this process was that engagement doesn’t always have to come from direct interaction sometimes, it’s about creating something that sparks curiosity in people, even if they’re not actively talking about it. However, there were some challenges I didn’t anticipate. One of the biggest things was finding the right balance between presenting enough detail and keeping the information simple.
When I compare this experience to what I read in my annotated bibliography, a few key insights stood out.  We were focused on gathering feedback, but I now see how important it is to keep engaging with the community throughout the process. The literature also discussed the challenges of communicating with a diverse audience, something we experienced firsthand. Not everyone has the same level of interest or knowledge about the environment, and that made data collection a bit more complicated than I expected.
Moving forward, I’d love to use more interactive elements into the project, things like guided tours, workshops, or community days so people can get more hands-on with the information they’re learning.  I’ve learned a lot about flexibility, and how data collection methods need to adapt as a project evolves.  I’ve gained a deeper understanding of how data collection can inform and shape a pro I’ve gained a deeper understanding of how data collection can inform and shape a project, even when it looks different from what you imagined at the start.


	
	
	



