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Reading Notebook Summary

This article talks about Biden administration’s agreement to provide more than $200 million to
help Native tribes reintroduce salmon into the Upper Columbia River Basin. Salmon populations
were impacted after the construction of the Grand Coulee Dam blocked the access to hundreds of
miles of river habitat and affected tribal fishing rights. The tribes came up witha plan and the
funding is intended to support salmon restoration while recognizing the historical damage done
to Northwest tribes and their fishing traditions.

Key Terms

e Salmon reintroduction is bringing salmon back into areas where they previously lived but
disappeared because of environmental changes or human activity.

e Grand Coulee Dam is a large hydroelectric dam that blocked salmon from reaching their
traditional areas in the Upper Columbia River Basin.

o Tribal fishing rights are rights protected through agreements and treaties that allow
Indigenous tribes to access and fish in their traditional waters.

Discussion Points

e Dams can have benefits and environmental costs. Grand Coulee Dam provides
hydroelectric power, but its construction also destroyed salmon habitat and negatively
affected Indigenous communities.

e Government decisions can have long-term consequences. It took more than 80 years for
the government to provide financial support toward restoring salmon populations

“This agreement is the start of fixing a wrong.” I chose this quote because it shows that the
funding is about more than restoring salmon. It is an attempt to address the historical damage
caused to Native tribes by the construction and operation of dams.

One thing I think was confusing to me was how the salmon can be reintroduced while the dams
are still in operation. The plan includes capturing and transporting salmon around the dams, but I
want to understand how effective these methods are compared to removing the dams completely.
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