
Bell Ringer Idea 
 

In the novel, George complains about caring for Lennie and finds him to be a burden. At the end of the 
novel, that is no longer a problem. Do you think George will actually be happier without Lennie? Why or 
why not? 
 
 
 
Possible follow up questions to keep conversation going 
 
 

●​ What did Lennie give George other than a responsibility? 
●​ What does George gain? What does he lose? 
●​ Do you think George truly wanted a life without Lennie? 

 
 
Wrap it up 
 
So obviously there isn’t really one correct answer to this question. George’s life might be easier without 
Lennie but that doesn’t mean it will be happier. George may have the freedom he wanted but it cost him 
his best friend who he shared a dream with. So did he really gain his freedom or did he lose what made 
his life meaningful? 


